Nevada Head Start Association

Conference Call
December 4, 2007 - 11:00 a.m.

Minutes
Attendees:  Nestor Atkinson, Margot Chappel, Jean Childs, Jane Hogue, Christi Jacobus, Brenna Malone, Michele Schack, Sherry Waugh
Reauthorization Update
Sherry Waugh reported that the Head Start Reauthorization Bill is currently out for the President’s signature and appropriations.  Sherry read a letter from the National Head Start Association to Congress encouraging Congress to fund these appropriations.  NHSA is requesting that state associations sign onto this letter.  Jean Childs motioned to approve that NvHSA sign the letter.  Jane Hogue seconded and all members present voted in favor.  Sherry will forward the link to Michele who will submit NvHSA’s response to NHSA.  Once the bill is signed by President Bush, Margot Chappel will distribute a side-by-side bill comparison to the NvHSA group.  
December Board Meeting Agenda
The December board meeting agenda will include the following items.
· Election of New Officers

· HSSCO Lead Team Membership

· Part B MOUs

· Standardizing Community Assessments

· SpecialQuest Program

· Professional Development Grant MOU

· Updates from State Collaboration Office

· Updates from Regional Office

· Updates from TA Network

Jane will check into phone conference availability for the meeting.
SCO Lead Team Membership
The HSSCO Lead Team submitted a letter to NvHSA requesting that Sherry Waugh continue as the NvHSA representative for 2008.  Jean Childs stated that the Association President is the appropriate representative on the Lead Team as this will promote consistent communication with the state and avoid diminishing the role of NvHSA as the Head Start leader.  Margot Chappel stated that some members of the Lead Team are expected to resign in the near future and the primary reason for requesting Sherry’s continued participation is to promote consistency in leadership.  Jane Hogue commented that it is good that the SCO has left the decision to the Association.  Brenna Malone stated that the availability of the president or other individuals to attend the Lead Team meetings should be considered when the association appoints the representative.  This issue will be discussed at the December board meeting and the group’s recommendation for Lead Team membership will be forward to the HSSCO.  
SpecialQuest Announcement

Jean Childs reported that SpecialQuest is offering assistance for Early Head Start and Head Start to ten states.  Assistance includes training and resources but not funding.  Brenna Malone stated that Head Start of Northeastern Nevada has just completed a 3-year SpecialQuest program and she is unsure of her staff’s availability at this time.  Margot Chappel stated that the HSSCO is interested in signing onto a request for assistance.  This issue will be discussed further at the December board meeting.

State Collaboration Office Update

Professional Development Grant – UNLV
UNLV is applying for a $3.6 million Federal Professional Development Grant and would like to partner primarily with Nevada Head Start programs.  All Nevada colleges and universities have been involved in the discussions and all have agreed to participate.  UNLV is requesting that the NvHSA sign an MOU to participate on a statewide basis and encourage Head Start participation.  Jean Childs and Sherry Waugh both stated that timing of the courses is important to accommodate work schedules and the availability of substitute teachers.  Margot Chappel stated that she is willing to help facilitate the timing of courses.  Sherry Waugh stated that the Association can sign the MOU but the logistics must be addressed.  Brenna Malone stated that recruiting and retention is difficult and pay is an issue.  She is interested in learning about the type of HR systems that programs use to assist with these issues.  This topic will be discussed further at the December board meeting. 
Margot Chappel reported that only three programs have returned the professional development surveys and she reminded everyone to submit the surveys if they haven’t done so already.  UNLV faculty are using data from the survey for this grant proposal. Margot will resend the survey request to those who need it.
CDA Links to Higher Education

Margot is developing a table containing combinations of coursework from all NSHE campuses that will cover the requirements for a CDA.  The table includes courses that can be transferred to Associate and Bachelor degree programs.    

Southern Update
No decision has been made regarding the Southern Nevada Head Start grantee.  Sunrise Foundation was awarded the Early Head Start grant and will begin services on January 1, 2008.
